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Pontoon dock Bašinka

Wooden educational trail
“Birds of Vransko Lake”

PANORAMIC ROUTE - Vrana - 
Ornithological reserve - Prosika

DRYSTONE ROUTE - Pakoštane - 
Drage - Modrave - Prosika

RURAL ROUTE - Pakoštane - Ornithological 
reserve - Vrana - Radašinovci - Kamenjak
DOWNWARD ROUTE - Radašinovci - 
Banjevci - Kašić - Pirovac
UPWARD ROUTE - Sv. Filip i Jakov - 
Biograd n/M - Pakoštane
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Vransko Lake is rich in fish. Mullets and Eels 
indicate to a connection between the Lake and the 
sea because the species spend different periods of 
their lives in fresh water and regularly migrate 
from Vransko Lake into the sea and vice versa.  Eel 
is strictly protected and it is prohibited to catch it!

In order to maintain a balance between the needs 
of birds, fish and humans/fishermen, the Public 
Institution Vransko Lake Nature Park is responsible 
for the management of fish population, respecting 
the positive law regulations while following latest 
guidances of professional studies. It is necessary to 
comply with the rules, ensuring that some species in 
this region don't become just a myth from the past. 
Sport fishing in the Park is allowed outside the 
borders of the Ornithological Reserve in the period 
from sunrise till 11 PM. With the purchase of a 
fishing license, all fishermen can take 2 pieces of 
fish such as Pike, Catfish, Carp, Tench and Mullet 
weighting up to 8 kg, while Prussian carp, Pump-
kinseed, Eastern Mosquitofish and False harlequin 
can be caught without limitation. The best fishing 
sites you can find in Drage and near Prosika port.

SPORT FISHING -
"CATCH AND RELEASE" METHOD

Take a walk along the wooden educational trail in the Ornithological Reserve 
and enter to the magnificent world of birds. At Info center Crkvine you can hire 
a binoculars and bird watching guide, while any additional information you 
will get from our informators and on educational boards on the trail long 
more than 550 m!
If you want to find out which birds are hiding in the wide reed bed, on flood- 
meadows and the lateral canal, the stone ornithological viewpoint at Majdan 
will be your next location. With an electric bicycle, that can be hired at Info 
center Crkvine, you can easily visit an education trail on birds of prey, located 
along the panoramic bicycle track from Majdan to Bašinka. There you will also 
find wooden birdwatching towers where you can relax in the shade and follow 
the contours of the western marsh harrier, common buzzard or sparrowhawk 
while it soars in the sky.

WHAT TO DO IN THE PARK?
CRKVINE - BIRDWATCHING:
OPEN YOUR EYES AND REST YOUR MIND
 

 

DRY STONE WALLS IN MODRAVE OLIVE 
GROVES - LEARN A TRADITIONAL SKILL

CYCLING AND KAYAKING: 
EXPERIENCE NATURE ACTIVELY

purchase in flower shops, but this does not mean 
they are less beautiful.

Wet meadows are very beautiful lake shore 
habitats. They are not natural ecosystems – they 
are created by man who mowed the grass and 
grazed cattle, and in this way created the 
opportunity for many plants that cannot grow in 
the forest or scrub to grow here.

There are 36 species of dragonflies recorded in 
Nature Park. These insects are skilful flyers and 
make up an important part in the food web of the 
lake due to its location between small 
invertebrates, that they eat, and fish, amphibians 
and birds for which they represent a valuable prey.

SPECIAL PROTECTION -
BIRDS AND THEIR HABITATS

In the last 300 years as many as 87% of the worlds wetland areas have 
been destroyed. A Special Ornithological Reserve, 8,83 km2 in size, is the 
remain of a former, ten times bigger wetland area dried out by the 
digging of the Prosika canal in the 18th century. At least 60% of total bird 
fauna in Croatia spend at least one part of their life cycle on Vransko 
Lake. Purple Heron and Pygmy Cormorant need preserved wetland 
habitats for nesting and Vransko Lake is one of the few remaining 
nesting places in Croatia.

Choose kayaking or cycling if you want to join the nature actively. There is 
about 80 km of bicycle routes in the Park, divided into 5 routes. Most of 
the panoramic bike route is isolated from roads, going through the 
Ornithological Reserve while offering a view on the Lake almost every 
second. Rural bike route is passing through the peaceful, rural landscape 
of lake's background - Ravni Kotari, leading you to the Viewpoint Kamenjak 
- an unavoidable ''must see'' area. Kayaking is one of the best ways to 
experience the Lake. We offer sit-on-top kayaks for 1 and 2 persons and 
fishing kayaks. At Info center Prosika you can rent kayaks and bikes, while 
electric bikes will wait for you at Info center Crkvine.

Modrave, once a largest olive grove on the Adriatic, 
will impress you with the product of traditional 
building skills in the form of stone walls, stacks and 
field houses - the so-called Bunja (stone shelters). 
Join a Volunteer Program “Drystone waller” for the 
restoration of the Vransko Lake dry stone walls and 
learn how to sustainably use nature and preserve 
cultural and historical heritage.

Importance and value of Vransko Lake was 
recognized in 1983, when its northern part was 
proclaimed a Special Ornithological Reserve. 
Being one of the few natural bird habitats with 
sources of fresh water and an area with distinctive 
uniqueness and biodiversity, the Vransko Lake 
and the surrounding area has been proclaimed a 
Nature Park in 1999.

WETLANDS FOR THE 
FUTURE OF MAN?

Welcome to the biggest natural lake in 
Croatia, one of the last preserved 

Mediterranean wetlands!

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY OF 
LIFE IN THE ROCK AND WATER

In February 2013 Vransko Lake Nature Park has 
been listed in the world important wetlands as the 
biggest permanent waterbody in Croatia of 
extreme importance for many threatened and 
rare bird species in Europe. 

Recent scientific research suggests that wetlands 
play a key role in protecting living beings, 
including humans, from global warming in the 
future, because of its enormous potential of CO2 
fixation.

Wetlands are the biodiversity hotspots. As the one 
of the last preserved Mediterranean wetland in 
Croatia, Vransko Lake is a home to more than 
1000 different plant and animal species. Both 
proximity to the sea and the rich freshwater area 
of Vransko Lake impress with two equally 
attractive, and yet different shades of blue.
Did you know that real orchids grow on Vransko 
Lake? Croatian orchids have flowers that are 
smaller than those of tropical species that we 

Discover secret bonds between the Lake and Adriatic sea 

in the fishing port and Prosika canal. Let the 

unforgettable horizons and triumphant sunset from the 

Viewpoint Kamenjak amaze you.

Take a walk along the wooden educational trail " Birds of Vransko Lake” in the Special Ornithological Reserve and observe bird fauna with more than 260 different species.

L I B U R N I A N S

1999 Vransko Lake 
and the surrounding 
is proclaimed a 
Nature Park.

 Kanal Prosika
 (arhiva Borelli)
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17th c.4th c.

1983

1999

TRADITIONAL BEEHIVE HUT         20th c.

ROMAN AQUEDUCT, PEĆINA WELL JUSUF MAŠKOVIĆ KHAN

1770PROSIKA CANAL

18th c.BORELLI FISHING HOUSE

CROATIAN GUARD TOWER     15th-16th c.

CROATIAN GUARD TOWER          15th-16th c.

11th c.MEDIEVAL CASTLE VRANA ST. MARY'S CHURCH IN ZABLAĆE  12th-15th c.

2000 BC
LIBURNIAN BURIAL 
MOUND

ILIRIC FORTIFICATION ON PENINSULA BABIN ŠKOJ

2000 BC

2000 BC

Built to control and actively defend the 
Turkish intrusion to the Village of Vrana 
along the lake shores or trough the 
Mednjača canyon. In the 16th century, a 
round shaped fort is added to resist strikes 
of the Turkish artillery.

The most western monument of civil Islamic 
culture in Europe.
It was supposed to be Mašković's mansion, 
after his retirement from his position of the 
Turkish fleet admiral. Due to his death, it was 
finished in much more humble form. 

Guard tower with a permanent crew that provided 
refuge ready to accept refugees at any time in a 
very dangerous period of frequent Turkish 
invasions and robberies in the late 15th and early 
16th century.

The church was built in the 12th century as a 
nave vaulted building with counterforts. At the 
beginning of the 16th century it was updated by 
a fortified bell tower as protection against 
frequent Turkish intrusions.

Roman aqueduct supplied the city of Zadar 
with fresh water every single day from 40 km 
distant cave near the village of Vrana.

It used to be part of a former medieval 
village of Zablaće. The village and the 
church were destroyed when the Turkish 
empire ruled this area.

2013

Liburnians buried their 
respectable members of 
the society graves on top 
of the hills and covered 
them with stones. Size 
and shape of the grave 
tells us about the social 
reputation of the deceased.

THE MAN AND THE 
LAKE FROM LIBURNIANS 
UNTIL TODAY

The oldest evidence of human 
activity on Vransko Lake date 
back 3000 years BC. Mild 
climate, fertile soil and 
abundance of water have always 
attracted people engaged in 
agriculture, lifestock, fishing and 
hunting. Discover history in 
places that witness to the 
importance of Mediterranean 
wetlands for man.

Kralja Petra Svačića 2 
23210 Biograd na Moru
Croatia

Phone:  +385 (0) 23 383 181

e-mail: info@pp-vransko-jezero.hr
web:     www.pp-vransko-jezero.hr 

INFO:
PUBLIC INSTITUTION
VRANSKO LAKE NATURE PARK 

Lake surface: 30,2 km2  
Nature Park surface: 57 km2

12th c.ST. IVAN'S CHURCH IN BANJEVCI

Before Prosika canal was dug, Babin škoj used to 
be an island. Because of its excellent strategic 
position, it was used to defend and accommodate 
the larger number of the population, livestock 
and food supply. The remains of the defensive 
wall are still visible today.

Were the first to 
name the Lake.

Medieval castle Vrana was built as a 
Benedictine monastery but was also used by 
the Knights Templar. Croatian royal symbols 
were kept inside the castle, and this was the 
main reason why king Koloman was crowned 
in Biograd, the nearest royal residency.

Served as a shelter and residence for guards 
who controlled eel fishing. From this location 
eel migrates through underground paths to 
the Adriatic Sea from where it goes to spawn 
in the Sargasso Sea.

Dug in the year 1770 for the purpose of regulating neglected 
wetlands of Vransko Lake. It took 18 years to finish it. 
By 1768, 11 500 kg of gunpowder was used for this project.
After the canal was finished, water level of Vransko Lake dropped 
3 meters and the resulting water wave was visible in neighbouring 
Betina on island of Murter.

In 2013 Vransko Lake is proclaimed a 
wetland of international importance under 
the protection of the RAMSAR convention 
and part of the European ecological network 
Natura 2000 together with a flooded area 
Jasen.

1983 NW part of 
the Lake is proclai
med an Ornitholo-
gical Reserve.

The traditional stone house built in the olive 
groves and vineyards, away from the village 
and used as a shelter from bad weather. Built 
at the beginning of the 20th century.

KAMENJAK - WALKING AND HIKING: 
THROUGH CANYONS TO THE GREATEST VIEW

Only in the woods a man can find a true peace. A circular botanical hiking 
trail will lead you through a typical karst ambience down the Mernjača 
canyon, while on your way up, through the Orlja Draga canyon, you will 
be welcomed by the magical oak forest. Spots with the view on the Lake 
are just a small introduction to the spectacular view that awaits you at the 
end of the climb, at the viewpoint Kamenjak. After the refreshment in the 
tavern and the tasting of local specialties, take a walk along the 200 m 
long stone educational trail "Viewpoint Kamenjak", from the plateau with 
the church of All Saints to telescope, a place where you will have a whole 
Lake, Modrave and the Kornati archipelago at your pleasure. 


